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SYMPOSIUM FOR
CONCESSIONS

AND EXEMPTIONS
FORSLD

Madras Dyslexia
Association is organising a
Symposium for Concessions
and Exemptions for SLD on
6 July 2019, for one day from
9:30 am to 4:00 pm, at the
IC&SR Auditorium,

IIT Madras.

The Symposium is open to
parents of children with SLD,
heads of schools, school
teachers, special educators
and counsellors.

For further details
email: ananyamdachennai@gmail.com



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTjb_8fEClw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NTjb_8fEClw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaHgu0Wu7TnpF3cKW6cK-Gw/videos
http://www.facebook.com/MadrasDyslexiaAssociation/

http://instagram.com/ananyamdachennai?utm_source=ig_profile_share&igshid=11itow8qhhu8d

http://twitter.com/MDA_Dyslexia
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Teacher Training and Upgradation of
Skills of Government School Teachers in

Tamil Nadu

PRADEEP YADAYV, IAS.,
School Education Department

Secretariat

The State Government of Tamil Nadu is aware of the
fact that some of children studying in Government
schools have Dyslexia. Dyslexia is a learning difficulty
that comes in the way of a child’s ability to read and
write. Dyslexia has no bearing on the intelligence and
innate abilities of a child. With this understanding,
the State Government of Tamil Nadu has taken up

a massive initiative to train and equip teachers in
Government schools to identify children with Dyslexia
and then remediate them.

If Dyslexia is detected at early age, it is easy to give
them the correct remediation and guidance to
realise their potential. Otherwise, the chances of
these children becoming frustrated and turning into
delinquents are very high.

As a first step towards this ambitious project, 40-50
Block Resource Teachers in every district will be given
a week-long training in Dyslexia identification and

Principal Secretary to Government

remediation. A primary teacher from every school is
being sensitized and taught how to identify Dyslexia
in children using checklists. Children may be identified
as having mild, moderate and severe Dyslexia.
Initially, children with mild and moderate Dyslexia will
receive remedial help in their classroom by teachers,
who have been trained. For those children with
severe Dyslexia, Model Resource Rooms will be set up
in every district, where trained special educators will
provide the support.

The initiative of the Government does not stop with
this. A number of Master Trainers will be developed
who will, over a period of time, provide training to all
teachers in Government Primary Schools.

In order to institutionalise this intervention, the State
Government may set up a society for upgrading the
quality of teachers particularly in identification and
remediation of Dyslexia.

Teacher Feedback After Attending MDA Training Programme



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpnc96FmJfA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXsCHUr2zh0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rpnc96FmJfA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gXsCHUr2zh0&feature=youtu.be
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Head, Manochetna Academic and Research Centre, Kolkata

Manochetna Academic and Research Centre is

a wing of Manovikas Kendra, one of the premier
multi-disability institutes in Kolkata, West Bengal.
The mission of Manochetna is to provide support
and guidance to school going children who in spite
of being intelligent may face Learning Difficulty with
their curriculum. Eminent schools of Kolkata and
Eastern India are associated with Manochetna for
assessment, remedial methods for students and
training of teachers.

In 2019 Manovikas Kendra will complete its 45th
year whereas Manochetna is still a child of seven!
Manochetna remains indebted to Madras Dyslexia
Association for their support in the initial stages. Two
stellar trainers of MDA - Ms. Subha Vaidyanathan
and Ms. Sujatha - were sent by President of MDA

to upgrade the knowledgebase of Manochetna
personnel. They left their mark in our memory with
their eloquence and erudition.

After three years of starting the journey, Manochetna
received permission from Sarva Shiksha Mission

of West Bengal to supervise remedial classes of
children with Learning Difficulties in six Government
Schools of Kolkata.Clinical psychologists and
educators identified children who were falling

behind in academics in spite of having average to
above average intelligence. Class teachers of the
concerned children were sensitised to identify and
provide remedial support under the supervision of
Manochetna faculty members. Foundational difficulty
in first language Bengali, second language English
and Math were tackled in after-school remedial
classes. Classes 3 and 4 were targeted, as this forms

the upper rung of the primary section and stepping
stone to secondary stage of schooling.So far 1500
children have benefited by intervention provided by
Manochetna. Every year Manochetna conducts short
training workshops for the teachers of Government
Schools for sensitization in the domain area. Till date
600 teachers from Greater Kolkata have been trained.

NCLB is a non-profit venture of Manochetna. Children
receive dry nutritious snacks and learning aids from
Manochetna. A small honorarium is also given to the
teachers of Government schools for their additional
work hours. At present the teacher to student ratio

is 1:10.Some children are given individual remedial
lessons as per their level of Learning Difficulties. Every
child has an Individual Educational Plan drawn up,
regular supervisions are conducted to ensure every
child receives appropriate remedial service. Statistical
analysis of performances of these children shows an
improvement in all three subjects. However further
in-depth intervention and monitoring of progress

of all identified children is desired. We look forward
to further expansive work to other cities and towns
of West Bengal. Manochetna strives to alleviate

the learning problems of the children with learning
difficulty and bring them at par with their peers.

Manochetna remains grateful to SSA for their
constant support for the project. Perseverance of
Chairperson Emeritus of MVK provided the fuel

for sustenance for this project. Heartfelt gratitude

is extended to the Sponsors of NCLB. The untiring
dedication and guidance provided by Manochetna
faculty deserves mention as without them the project
would not have seen the light of day.
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Rashmi Wankhede
Head, Media
Madras Dyslexia Association

Vilasini Diwakar - our senior academician of

over 20 years - moves to take on management
responsibilities as Joint Secretary. She reminisces
about how MDA has evolved over the years and also
about her role in its many systems.

Beginning with doing a one-month intensive course in
1996-96, Vilasini volunteered in schools in and around
Mylapore. In 2000 she moved to the Dyslexia centre
at SIET for a short while, before joining Ananya.

Vilasini says she chose to work
with MDA because she saw

how MDA helped children with
Learning Differences regain their
confidence as they learnt how to
deal with their difficulties. In the
early 1990's, when MDA was in
its infancy, the teacher-student
ratio was 3:1!

“It had a close-knit, passionate
and energetic group of teachers,
who were willing to go beyond
their call of teaching, to see that
every student overcame their
difficulties. Many facilities that
we have today were not available, but motivation and
passion were abundant, along witha lot of community
learning amongst teachers.

Imagine, even in the worst rains, there were no rain
holidays! Kids may not come but every teacher came,
opened the office, and held planning and discussions
meetings. Assessments would usually go on with the
assessors wading in knee-deep water.Everyone took
on responsibilities in all departments.

“| started off as a remedial teacher of both junior

and senior classes. | was head of the junior school
for one year, and then went on to teach seniors and
NIOS students. | also designed the spelling module
for teacher training. | continued to do the spelling
segment in the Intensive Teacher training course

till 2016. | adapted and devised my own style of
delivering Spelling Module, which was rated the best.|
did theTNOU Counselling and Psychotherapy course
and took up counselling Ananya students.

| comefrom a corporate
background. So, it was logical that
| brought organisationalstructure
to MDA. Every structure in MDA -
visitors, Ananya admissions, etc.,
were introduced by me.

Since the need for guiding

parents to find the right solutions
to their problems became
imperative,Counselling and
Guidance were introduced. | would
meet every parent and guide them
accordingly.

The year 2014 saw many new
activities being introduced at MDA. The practice of
setting up Resource Rooms in mainstream schools
had to be revived. | began this with a small target of
5 schools and by the time | handed this over, | had
set up more than 35 Resource Rooms in mainstream
schools.

While setting up the resource rooms, | found there
was a disconnect with the resource room teaching
and the main class teaching and this confused the



MDA Newsletter

April 2019

students. The 6-day Mainstream Teacher Training
Workshop came into being to address this issue.
Every teacher in the primary sections was given
strategies and methodologies to remediate children
with mild difficulties within the classroom itself. In
doing so, other students in the class alsobenefitted.
This was the foundation of the 6-days training course
being conducted all over TamilNadu today.

Setting up of fulltime Resource Rooms in other
mainstream schools was also done. Akirain

Hyderabad was one success story and the first
outside Chennai. A fulltime remedial school was set
up in St. Andrews, Secunderabad and a similar one
was initiated at DACAL.

Irecently started activities in the area of Adult Dyslexia
along with planning for the Sensory Pathway, and
initiated the Symposium that is to be held in July this
year.”

Executive Functions Workshop for Parents

MDA Parent Support Group organized its first programme, a workshop for parents by Aarti

C Rajaratnam on Executive Functioning. Executive Functions are a set of processes related to
managing oneself and one's resources in order to achieve a goal or complete an activity. The
two-day workshop gave a deep insight into how executive functions affect children, and how
parents could improve their functioning. At the end of two days the parents admitted that they
will now look at their children differently and with more understanding.
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Sanskruti Shah
Special Educator, MDA

A two-day workshop on Cognitive Motor Therapy for
Dyslexia conducted by Madras Dyslexia Association
was held on 10 and 11 February, 2019. Many parents
and professionals from all over India participated.

It was an excellent platform for learning and
understanding how to integrate the body and the
mind to achieve an all-round development for the
child. All the participants were given certificates and
stationery kits.

The workshop was conducted by Professor
Crispiani(Scientific Director of the International
Center Dyslexia/ President of the Cognitive Motor
International Society/ Director of Clinic Center) along
with Dr Palmieri Eleonora (psychologist/ pedagogist,
neuropsychomotor practioner). MDA invited them
from Italy to conduct this workshop.

This theory is supported by scientific research
developed by Professor Piero Crispiani. It has
been developed by experts in the field of dyslexia,
producing procedures and resources for teachers,
parents and professionals involved in this field.

On the first day, we understood the theory associated
with this therapy along with exercises involving Cross
pattern, Lateral pattern and multitasking exercises
which helps to improve fluency, consistency of skills
and motor co-ordination.

On the second day, they introduced us to Rotator
pattern exercises and sequencing exercises that help
in executive function skills, spatial understanding,
time coordination and precision.

It can be practised with children from the age of 6 and
above. It proved to be beneficial for improving the
overall skills of the child.

This therapy is used to improve skills, not to bypass
them. It helps in activation, consolidation and
stabilization of the task the student needs to attend
to.

It was an enlightening workshop which gave us new
techniques to apply in the curriculum, for the benefit
of the child.
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M.auehFLOST ALGUIHED M.A.Bed,
Msc, Applied Psychology
Sec. Grade Teacher
Thiruvalluvar, Gurukulam Middle School
Saidapet, Chennai - 600 015.
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Happenings at MDA

SPORTS DAY

Ananya conducted its XIX sports
day on 11 January at RKM
Grounds. Cricketer Sadagopan
Ramesh was the chief guest. The
children were very excited and
displayed their sporting talents.
We had track events, long jump,
hurdles, throwing the cricket ball
etc.It was a proud moment for
the parents to see their children
win medals and stand on the
victory stand.
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Annual Day at Ananya
Ananya Annual Day was celebrated
on 22 February 2019. Students
presented drama and dance
performances.

Bala Vihar
collaborated with
MDA to conduct
a Basic Training
Programme for
teachers and
parents to identify
and remediate
children with
Dyslexia. Twenty-
six candidates

Kindness Week enrolled for this

Thirteen Students from Ananya
participated in the Kindness week
event at Peekaboo patterns. It was
a fun filled evening with lots of
activities for the children.

programme which
was conducted over
8 Saturdays.
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